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For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


PRINCIPLES THs INTERIOR, OK HIDDEN LIFE. 
No. XVII. 


ON THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN JUSTIFICATION AND SANCTIFICA- 
TION. 


7 Justification and sanctification, it is generally conceded, are different from 
each other; and yet itis well kuown that they have sometimes been con- 
founded by writers who have bestowed some examination upon them, as if 
they were one and the same thing. .Nor is it altogether surprising that this 
should be the case, when we consider that there is one leading idea which is 
common to both; we mean the idea or principle of entire submission. In 
both cases, impressed with a sense of our own unworthiness and nothing- 
ness, we must be sincerely willing, in the spirit of entire submissiveness, to 
receive all from God; and must receive it also instrumentally in the same 
way, viz., by faith. Nevertheless, there are some important points of distine- 
tion in the two things, which are inconsistent with their being regarded as 
| truly identical. And we may add, itis very important, for various reasons, _ 
theological ‘and practical, that the distinction should be generally wider- 
‘stood and maintained. Ifthe idea should become prevalent that justification 
and sanctification are the same thing, 1t Would involve the subject of sancti- 
fication and perhaps that of justification in much confusion. It would be 
“necessary that new ideas should be established, and that new forms of speech _ 
should be introduced ; and one unhappy consequence, among others, would 
be, that some who are seeking the blessing of holiness would become per- 
plexed and discouraged. | 

First. — Among other grounds of distinction betwe cen the two, it may be 
remarked that justification, while it does not exclude the present, has special 
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to come. 


reference to Christ. Christ is our 


a Guide to Christian Perfection. 


reference to the past, and does not appear to have that prospective bearing 
which sanctification has. Sanctification, on the contrary, starting on the 
basis of justification, and regarding the past as cancelled and settled in the 
justificatory application of the atonement, has practically an exclusive refer- 
ence to the present and fulure. Justification inquires, How shall the sin 
which is past be forgiven? Sanctification inquires, How shall-we be kept 


from sin intime tocome. Considered, therefore, in their relation to time, there 
is good reason {cr saying that they ought not to be confounded together. 


‘Srconp. — Another mark of difference is this. Justification, in its result 


upon. individuals, removes .the condemnatory power or guilt of sin; while 


sanctification removes the power of sin itself Ife who is justified no longer 
stands in a state of condemnation, in relation to all those past sins, from 
which he is justified; but he that is sanctified, just in proportion that he 1s 


so, is frecd from the influence of that which brings condemnation, viz., sin - 


itself, Or the distinction may be concisely expressed in other terms, 
amounting essentially to the same thing, as follows. ‘The object of justifica- 


tion, considered in reference to the law, is to fiee us from condemnation. 
The object of s sanctification, considered in reference to the law, is to secure 


conformity to it. | 
Tuinp. — Justification and sanctifieation are distinct, also, when considered 
inthe order in which they present themsclves, as subjects of thought and 


interest, to the human mind. It is very obvious that, in the first instance, 


they present themselves consecutively and separately, and not simulta neously 
and identically. It is not the first cry of the sinne r, that he may be s sanctified, 
but that he may be for given... It 1s his past sins which stare him in-the face. 
It is his past sins which must be washed-away. And until this is done, and 


at tlie feet of Jesus he has received the remission of his transgressions, he 


has no other desire, no other thouekt. But when-he has cricnce 
release froni the bitter memory of the past, and has felt the rising hope 


forgiveness, and not till then,is his miuind With the distinct subjoes 
of the reality, the obligation, and the blessedness of a holy heart in all tim 


Pourntu.— There is also a distinction: when the matter is considered i 

ation, considered as hanging upon 
the cross, and enduring the penalty of ihe law for us, In other words, Christ 
is our justification by standine in our ia aud by réeciving i his.own per- 
Christ is our sanctification, (that is, ome cause or - wlsiead of our sanctification,) 


considered as operating and living ~ as by the present and efficacious intlu- 


ences of the Holy Spirit, aia ce has purchased by his blood. In both 


eases Christ is the eround er eftie 


‘aecious eause Of the-result; and in both 
cases 


, also, there is something done inwardly as well as outwardly. But it is 
ueVv RO Ss true, that in justification the work which is done is done -in a 


peculiar sense exteriorly, or FOR men; While the work of sanctification is 


done, in an equally pecvliar and emphatic sense, interiorily, or witty them. 


“> 

| 

| 
iat 

i 

{Bi 

@ 

| 

Bi) 

| 
|! 

ite | 


Lhe Hidden Life. QT 


Pirtu.— Another mark of distinetion is, that sanctification is regarded. 
and very properly reas arded, as an evidence of yustifieation, ‘Lhe have not 
only the relation of antecedence aud sequence in the order of time, but the 
additional and incidental relation of ¢ et and evidence, In other words, the 
sanctification @f a person holds the relation of evidenee or proof to the allowed 


fact-of his being justified. ‘That there is cood toundation or this view, addi- 


tonal to innate reasonahl Hess, Seepis to be evidelt from tie peated 


instructions of the Savior, that menire known by their fruits. And certaimlh 


may most reasonably expect that he Who has been justiied, will aim to 


bear the fruits ofa holy hfe. Having been mestruected by the Holy Spirit 


the nature nnd tendencies of having iound in the eospel that redemp- 
tion which he could find no where how Is ity) stible that he shouted 
acninesin against God 2" it is that he seeks for senetilving grace, and 
endeavors to purty Himself trom covery iniquity. And it is a matter 
of common and aeree dd opinion, thar Le who is careless in respect to sancti 
ienee that.he is truly justiticd. | 
the sixth place. has.taken effeet, isa. thme 


fication, has no satisiietory 


which is done or completed, As we have already stited, it looks only to the 
past; but in its relation to the past itis complete. Phe result'ef its appli 
ention in any given case ts, that the niultiplied have. been 
miited in jornier times, are blotted’out. 


the case, ean never have any pros;cetive or fluturitive® application, is ne- 


eessarily done. Sanctification, on the other hand, is a thing whielr is always. 


s work, from the nature of. 


progressive. It is progressive until all the cvils Of the heart are subdued. 


And even when it is in some degree complete, so minch so as to oceupy, the 


whole extent of our being, end tocubstitute the heart every where good 
for evil, it is. still progres we In proneR. “Phere will never be a period, 
cither in time or eternity, When there may not be an increase of holy love. 

Seventu.—'the distinetion is cvidently made ju the Seriptures, The 
passages of Scripture where it is clearly recoeniz: dare so and so 
familiar to attentive readers of the Pible, that it seems to be hardly neeessary 
to thempatany great leneth. 


“And the very God of peace,” says the apestic, v.23, “sanctify you 


wholly; and TP pray God your whole spirit, and soul, and) body, be preserved 
blanieless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” And agai, 2 Cor. 


Vinod, “Having, therefore, these promuscs, deariy beloved, let us cleanse our- 


selves irom: all Gilthimess of the tlestiand spirit, perfecting holiness inthe fear 


of Itis ¥e ry evident trom eoneri tcnor of-the apostle s 
nications to them, that thos® were addressed to those he 


regarded, and had reason to reg 


ard, us persons, dle felt; neverthe- 
less; although they were justified, a them past sins were blotted? out. 


that there Was to be Wm) the matter of them press hit 


prospective sane tifiention. HHenee dus exhortations. to preserve ther 


hlameless, to cleanse themselves, and to pericvet holiness in the fear of God ; 
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which would have been unnecessary, if he had considered the work of sane- 
tification as absolutely and necessarily involved in that of justification, 
The distinction which is made in the Scriptures between the two, is re- 
garded so obvious and incontrovertible by most writers that it has naturally 
passed, as an established truth, into treatises on theology. It is also recog- 
nized almost constantly in sermons, and in religious exhortations and con- 
versation. There is, perhaps, as much unanimity among religious men on 
this subject as on almost any subject of theological inquiry. And the attempt 


to confound justification and sanctification together, which has been made 


from time to time, would necessarily tend, if it were successful, to perplex 
and confuse the established forms of speech among men, as well as the 
authorized and scriptural modes of religious thought. | 

F'inatiy.— We remark in conclusion, that although these two states of 
religious experience are distinct from each other, they nevertheless may be | 


regarded as having something in common, whichestablishes an intimate 


relationship between them. This fact has already been alluded to. In both 
cases, in sanctification as well as in justification, we ultimately receive every 
thing from Christ. And we are obliged, also, in both cases, to receive it m_ 
that meek and submissive spirit which recognizes our own unworthiness and 
nothingness. Every thing is received, also, through the same channel, viz: 
by faith. We may say further, that there can be no such thing as sanctifica- 
tion without antecedent justification. The latter may be considered as the 
commencement or first coming of that hidden life in the soul which is com 
pleted in the former. We are not to suppose, however, because there are 
some things common to justification and sanctification, and because they are 
in some respects closely related, that they are, therefore, the.same thing. 


This would be a very unsafe mode of argument. There are some things 
~common to memory and reasoning, and yet memory and reasoning are dis- 
tinct. There are some things common to reasoning and imagination, and 
yet there can be no doubt that they are very distinct departments of mind. 


There is a close connection between liberty and power: For instance, 


~ where there is no power tere can be no liberty; yet they ought not to be 


confounded together, There are some things common to faith and love, or 


which connect them together in some way, (such as that they are both the 


gift of Ged and that faith acts by love,) and yet all agree that they cannot be 
considered as identical: and thus justification and sanctification, although 
they are closely connected, are nevertheless two things, and the distinction 
between them is a very important one. 

Let us, therefore, who humbly hope that we are justified by the blood of 
Christ, seck also to be sanctified. Let it not be sufficient for us that our sins — 
have been forgiven; but let us strive to gain the victory over sin, and to 
exclude it from the heart in all future time. Well may we exclaim, in the 


| gratitude of our hearts, praise be for that erace Which sanctifies, as well as 


for that w hich justifies; for that w hich keeps the heart clean in time to come, 
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Personal Experience. 29 
as well as for that which washes away the stains of the past. Iti is holiness 
whic h adds its highest value and its transeendent beauty to forgiveness. 
for a heart to praise my Ciod. 
A heart from sin set tree ! 
A heart that alway foels thy blood, 
So freely spilt tor me. 
A heart in every thoucht renewed, 
And tull of love eh, 
Perfect and right, and oe and good-- 
A . Lord. of thine.” | 


kor the Guide to Christian Perfection. 
PERSONAL, PN PERIENCE. 


Dy aR BRernren, eel love the doctrine of full, free, and pres- 
ont salvation. T praise God that Lever heard it explained and 
enforced troni the heraids of salvation. Tt has been about. five 
years since God, for Christ's sake, forgave my sins. The evidence 
I then received of my acceptareo with God was not clear, but, 
by following on to know the Lord. | found: his goings forth to be 
like the helt of the opening morning, and T-obtamed a comfort- 
able evidence of my being accepted in the Beloved. But the 
light that shone upen me soon caused me to-see that there was 
much mo omy heart which was not as it oueht to be.  Notwith- 
standing the evidence had tecewed that was a child of grace, I 
now began to doubt it: for thought af were truly convérted, 
[ should not be as Twas nor fecl as Pdid. made known my 
feclines toa teacher im Israel wio informed me that it was the 
common experience of Christians. and that sin should not have 
dominion over us although it might ailliet. [now telt to shave 
more confidence in my experience. and expeeted to live as FE then 
was, and concluded that the lonver | continued to serve God the 
easier should overcome, and wt ath [should be entirely treed 
from it. Soon after this, | heard Br. Morse preach from Psalm 
xix. 12, “Cleanse thou me from secret faults.” it was glad tidings 
to my soul; and everafter that | bclieved in the doctrine of being 

cleansed from sin, although it was two years belore expe 
the blessing: during which time I was frequently blessed and - 
made very happy. Once obt: a victory, that for a 
tine thought had experienced he blessing; but im this was 
disappointed, For a number of months previous to experiencing 
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this blessing, my mind was deeply exercised about it. I read the 
Bible, Fletcher’s Christian Perfection, Mahan and other authors 
in reference to it, as I had opportunity. They all told me the 
blessing was to be received by faith. I fasted, prayed, and tried 
to do every thing in my power to receive this important blessing, 


but I grew nothing better but apparently worse. I thereby be- 
came discouraged, seeking in this way. At this time I had an 


opportunity to attend a camp meeting ; and knowing that many 
had experienced the blessing of a-clean heart at camp meeting, 


my prayer was that it might be so with me. But there my un-— 


happiness was increased, by seeing others so happy while I was 
groaning for full redemption. The meeting closed, and I was 
more unhappy than at the commencement. A few weeks after, 


being favored with an opportunity of attending | another camp _ 
“meeting, I resolved to go in the name of the Lord. I was favored | 
with the privilege of tenting with a company who were engaged | 


in holiness. There I received ‘some blessings, but they were of 
short duration. The day came when I must leave the ground ; 

my spirits sank within me; and I concluded I must go on, I 
knew not how long, struggling with inbred sin, but how oladly 


was I disappointed! <A brother said, Let us pray. We knelt ; 


he preyed, and I commenced ; access was given toa throne of 
grace. Ina moment the heavens were thrown open to my view ; 
slory descended’ on my soul, and all around me; refining fire 


_ went through my entire system like electricity ; my ‘heart seemed 


dissolved in love, hke wax before a hot fire; my heart and m 

flesh cried out for the living God. I was then filled unutterably 
full of glory and of God. ‘T then saw the error I had committed 
in seeking this great blessing. In the first place, though I thought 
‘I was seeking it by faith, l was expecting to do something to make 
myself better, that I might then receive it at the hand of God; 

but when discouraged about receiving it in this way, I went to 
the opposite extreme, and depended on the means of grace, until 
I despaired of the blessing in that way. It was by a simple act 


of faith, that I threw my self on the atonement. I sank beneath 


the purple flood, and rose renewed in God. Glory to his name 


~ for ever. I think that since that time 2 pave enjoyed s some eof 


the fruits of perfect love, and feel that ~ 


“'The arms of love that compass me, 
Would all mankind embrace.” 


Pryeburg, June, 1842. O. H. 
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For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


RULES FOR LIVING. 


Brorner Kine, —I repeat here, what I have before expressed 
through the Guide relative to my experience in the way of sancti- 
fication. That is, when I first resolved to make a consecration 
of myself to God, I felt the importance of making an entire con- 
secration externhl as well as internal — conforming outwardly, 
as far as I could see, to what | supposed must characterize a holy 
-dife ; meanwhile exercising the interior nature —the heart and 
soul —for the purification of the source whence proceed both 
sentiment and action. Pursuant to this, at the first hour of my 
consecration, I adopted “ Rules for Living,” which, as I sup- 
posed, would be an essential help to me in my weak news. They 
were a great assistance to me; and I became so much in favor of 
living by rule, that at the end of the first two years of my expe- 
rience in the “ narrow way,’ I found myself in possession of 
several series which I had formed at different dates during that 
time. I then made a compend of the whole, and brought them 
into the form of which [ now send you a copy. — 

‘These, I hardly need say, were designed merely for my own 
private use ; but having been repeatedly requested to forward 
them for publication through the Guide, I at length consent to 
do so. ‘The thought alone, that perhaps they may prove as great 
a blessing to some other, as they have been to myself, could elicit 
my consent to bring them forth from my own closet, where five 
years’ use has rendered them sacred, and submit them to the 
public. : 

And I wish to submit them with this distinct consideration 3. 
that to general rules there may be exceptions. Tor example, refer 
to the rule for saving time. In my own case, a state of languid 
health (in which, properly. speaking, to gain the greatest degree 
of rest, is the greatest saving of time, so that, in Aruth; the Tale 
itself is not violated.) has compelled me to release myself from 
the rule for early rising, for weeks in succession ; but with re- 


~~ turning health, my tenacity of that rule returns. And again, I 


wish to say emphatically, that if, at any time, I find myself to 
have violated anyone of my rules, I do not permit the least dis- 
couragement upon the account of it, but betake myself imme- 
diately to prayer, in faith for a fresh sprinkling with the blood 
that cleanses and atones. Finally, | can imagine, that those who 
have been instructed in the. faith of that branch of the Church to 
which I my self belong, (Methodist,) may be ready to say it isa 
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lack of faith which induces recourse to such rules. Were I in 
the exercise of all the faith which the human mind is capable of 
sustaining, I should say, forbid not the giving of rules to 
A Stupent. 
“ All’s alike to me, so I 

In my Lord may live and die.” 


GENERAL RULES FOR LIVING. 


ist. Religion, devotion to God, shall be the absorbing cle- 
ment. Init, I will live and move ; and to it, make all ‘other 
things subserve: | 
2d. In all duties, temporal and spiritual; arrangement shall be 
observed ; order, time, and place. 'Fanetuality, promptness and 


energy shall never be forgotten. 


3d. My deportment to all persons, strangers or familiars, shall, 
as far as in me lies, bespeak deliberation, centleness, politeness : 
a sincere solicitude for their convenience and good ; and forbear- 
ance that cannot be exhausted. 

Ath. 'To strangers, and persons in oppressive circumstances, 
my expressions of sympathy and benevolence shall be particularly 
given. (God g grant to teach me the art of cheering desponding 


hearts !) 


oth. Diligence, frugality and neatness shall charaéterize what- 
ever comes under my hand or practice. Whatever T do, shall be 
done with despatch, but not with hurry. | 


Gth. Health shall be studied in dress, room, and diet. T one 


-perance shall be observed in food, both in quantity and quality. 


will most carefully avoid any Intrusion upon the Privi- 
lege property, or attention of others, however small that intrusion 
may seem to be. And I will’as earcfully pay a penny asa pound, 
acent asa dollar. No “ littleness”’ shall enter into any arrange- 
meiit for pecuniary convenience ; but I will be as careful to save 
another's trouble as my own; and will as eendily save a dollar for 
another, as for myself. : 


Sth. “My subjects for conversation shall be earefully. sclected, 


-and then carefully pursued by good language, to the entire exc ta 


sion of the by-word, vulgar style. [ will make no unfavorable 
remarks on character or performances, unless strict justice require 


ait. [ will also refrain from making communications received from 


others, or through other medium, unions called for by connection: 


with other i will that ‘holy carefulness ” may 


characterize all my. words, and a sense of the All-pervading 
Presence be apparent. 


9th. For neglect, I will return oor for rough, carcless 
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words, I will return mild, careful ones ; for rudeness of any kind, 
I will return politeness ; that retaliation may enter into none of 


my ways in any form. Let me never violate that courtesy which 
‘springs from a mild and gentle heart. 


iOth. Complaining, of all kinds and degrees, whether of cir: 


cumstances or treatment, or corporeal suflering, shall be for ever | 


excluded from my lips, that the spirit of the Lamb may brood 
over me. 

Lith. T will always cultivate what may be termed a holy inde- 
pendence ; having but one course as to my duty, whether it be 
hard of easy, and w hether others perform their part or not; dis- 
carding all omission and procrastination induced by desire. | 

12th. A remembrance of the worth 6f time shall be kept prom- 
inent in mind. I will endeavor to redeem time by early reuring 
and early rising, and well-timed. exercises. 
13th. Believing that action and reaction operate thewilah the 
mind and manners of the creature, my cultivation shall include 
external with internal. ‘Therefore, tone of voice, expression of 
countenance, gestures, &c., shall be taken into the account; and 
in all these, gracefulness, delicacy, and a sense of self-respect 
shall be sought : ; meantime, respect, honor, and reverence se- 
cured to others. This must discard all abrupt speaking, care- 
less replies, inattention to remarks, and the rudeness of mo- 
nopoly. 
14th. I will pay special attention to the aged, ail to children ; 


secking opportunities to comfort and reverence ‘the former, and 


instruct. the latter. And for the neglect of this rule of my life, 
more than all others, I will seek no apolog y in depression of ani- 
mal spirits, fatigue, or any similar thing. ae eee 
15th. I will give no place to anxiety, confusion, perplexity, or 
high excitement ; always doing all things as unto God, who per- 


‘mitteth “NO curse, ” but appointeth all blessings to those that | 
walk with Him. In this connection, no boisterous of 


Joy; sorrow, or any other emotion, can be admitted. 
16th. From the fact that eagerness, or grasping for the future, 
lessens our esteem for the present, I infer such a tendency must 
be counteracted by all means. ‘Therefore, I will not dwell in an- 
ticipation of any thing, however great the future good ; remem- 
bering I have all good; in the favor of a present God. Then, 
with future fay ors, (such as association with friends, letters, &c.) 


received as they come, I shall possess the greater good, that of 


self-possession, and independence of circumstantial changes. 
will always be careful not to let my feelings rise above 
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their subordinate place, by giving too full outward expression or 
internal consent. I will never give myself up to the control of | 
emotion, in any case. 

isth. Iwill endeavor by perseverance to make all things equal: 
that is, when the current rushes most strongly against me, wheth- 
er from within or without, I will make the greatest eflort, whether 

“it be for specified attainments or the comprehensive attainment 
of a right character. Thus seeking to be consistently independ- 

ent of | circumstances, I will exercise the most absolute faith, and 
unbending: decision. 

19th. I will always be careful to ienathen myself in the prin- 
ciples of correct living, irrespective of the influence of associates : | 
that I may assimilate to nothing of a wrong character, from the : 
power of sympathy, ats I must call in my rule of “ holy in- | 
dependence.”’ 
620th. =I will, by all means, keep a well-sustained expectation 
of perpetual improvement ; my watchword being “ Cultivation.” 

Finally. I will always exercise faith in the sole merit of my 
Redeemer, irrespective of my feclings. Nay, having the con- 
sciousness of present and continued consecration, I will not 
doubt while. 1 have knowledge that the “T’ather is upon the 
throne,” and that “ Jesus ever liveth; that is, I will exercise 
appropriating faith; that which appropriates the “blood that 


cleanseth” to myself at the present moment, let me realize light 
or darkness, depression or joy. 


For. the Guide to Christian Perfection. oa 
A SCRAP FROM MY DIARY, 


It was a clear September evening. Many: a brilliant taper 
lighted up the sacred grove where the meck w orshippers of the 
lowly Jesus had conere; sated for a few days, to blend their deep 

and heartfelt adorations. The public religious service for the 
evening was over, the sojourners ‘on the eneampment were hasten- 
ing to their tents ‘a spend a few hours 1 in social prayer. All who 
had not a home there had withdrawn —no intruder was left to’ 
disturb — peace and almost universal stillness reigned. The stars _ 
looked down through each vista of the thick foliage of the over- 
arching trees, as if delighted to behold the spirit of devotion: 
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thing averse to the most periect tranquillity. 
Hiect of tumultuous passions was there, which forbade repose, 


A Scrap from my Diary. 35 
whose broad wing shrouded the encampment. The scene was 
lovely ; [ could not but regard it with admiration, for deeply im- 


planted | i my very soul was a love for the beautiful, the sublime. 


But unlike this liv ely scene was the hidden reeess ‘of the heart. 


A casual observer might have looked with envy upon a counte- 
nance so free from the traces of care or sorrow ; and indeed, 
the most discriminating had found it a task to discov er there any 


But a se vere Con- 


althoueh the delicate and + exhausted frame secnicd near 


| sinking to its native dust. The superintende nt of A meeting 


had requested that there shoul be no evening service, but in two 


of the larger tents. . The one im which L boarded not bei ine one of 
those, I was left to the alternative of retiring or of going to some 


other tent to have the benefit of an evening service. li: company 
with a female friend, T reluctantly left our tent, and walked 
from one tent to another, wandering like the spirit spoke no of in 


the inspired volume, rest and finding none.” At length 


we came to the tent of my former class-le ader, a man of strong 
faith and eminent piety. Tlere T would eladly have lingered, but 


a stiff cool breeze from an aac ont Take swept fearfully through 
the:tent ; and drawmeg my shawl more close ly 


. 
Witt al 


convulsive shudder I withdeey We passed on until we came 
to. the door of the L—— tent: we 
ed to say, Edwardian, this is the place for you.” obeyed the 
impulse. “Phe inmates soon cn: in prayer, in Which with all 


soul endeavored Neiy SQOT) Le Of te || 


“upon me in sucha degree as’ deprive dome of streneth, and lay 
helple ‘ss in the arms friend. How lone remained in this 
ituation T know not :— Again consciousness. and a deeree ot 
eneth returne but ah! | awoke not to peace Llorror 
from a sense-of God's displeasure rested upon 
knew init of God was hovering over me, but whether 
biess or condemn, I knew not. At tinics despair seemed 


eady to proclaim me his victim.. So violent was my distress, I 
could hot ferbcar \erying aloud, “Rejection, rejection.’ 


sought me to believe for mercy. cannot,” said 1, agony. 
Vou do helicve you do lie eves” suid a voice near me, with 


‘uch an exp session of earnest and affectionate interest as thrilled 
‘rough my very soul. Lreilected for a moment, —do I believe ? 
ldo! No longer is the hand of God heavy upon me—all ts 
calm, heaven’s sweet calm ! Now was no longer heard the wild 
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cry, ‘“ Rejection, rejection,’ but the soft whisper, “Glory, glory 
to God!” O! what a change, what a mighty change! Like 
a ship at sea tost by adverse winds, enveloped by dense, dark 
clouds, which exclude every ray of light, and driven on to some 
awful whirlpool till but a wave intervenes ;— suddenly the clouds 
disperse, the wind and waves subside, the ship rights, and a pleas- 
ant breeze is wafting her to her desired port : — thus great was 
the change in my feclings. But a moment before, and but a gos- 
samer veil separated me from the yawning oulf of everlasting 
despair. Had Mercy deferred whispering “‘ Peace’ but a mo- 
ment longer, the sullenness and unyielding influence of despair 
had for ever fastened its fangs in my heart. But God in infinite 
mercy saw fit to lead thus near the awful vortex, that I might 
more fully realize the consequences of sin. Years have passed — 
since that morning, (for morning had dawned ere peace breathed 
upon me,) yet I cannot even now think of that fearful contest — 
without a sensation of horror. Said a brother in reference to the 
severe struggle through which I had passed, ‘“‘ We could almost 
see the contest between the powers of light and of darkness.” 
Ah! it was fearful! But O what a delichtful peace ensued : — 
sealed on my heart was the work of redemption, sanctification. 
Love and humility were sweetly diffused through my entire moral 
nature. Iiven the natural senses seemed changed. I saw with 
other eyes, I heard with other ears. <A feeling “of jealousy, how- 
ever, prevailed, — not in reference to others, but myself; I had a 
lively remembrance of the bitter cup, the dregs of which I had 
been made to drink, and I scrutinized every thought, word, and 
action ; fearful lest any thing should deprive me of that blessing 
sought. and obtained at so ‘ereat a hazard. ‘Time has _ passed 
on ; it has borne to me an unusual quantum of deep and _ heart- 
-rénding afflictions, and in-a great measure I have given up my 
confidence : but the i impress of that hour, the divine impress of 
that seal upon my heart, has not yet been wholly obliterated. 
Trembling, I still clasp the hand that was then extended to 
snatch me from the yawning gulf. My Father! I am still thine | 
High and immortal praise to thy name ! EDWARDIAN, 
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Holy Love. — 


For the Guide to C hristian Perfection. 
HOLY LOVE. 


© Love! I know the wing of fire 
Which bears thee on to thy desire : 
Thou hast no care for toil or fear ; 
Thou canst not, will not linger here. 


What though the joys of lower birth, 
The honors, cares, and ties of earth, 

Combine to intercept thy way, 
And keep thee from the realms of day? , 
Unheeding all, thine upward sight 

fs fixed upon the Central Light: 

And thou wouldst rather die than be 
An exile from its majesty. 


O Love! Beneath thy fiery wing, 

The clouds and sunshine thou dost fling ; 

Rejecting joy, despising rest, 
Till of thy Lord thou art possest. U. 


From the Obertin Evangelist. 
EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A CLERGYMAN TO HIS WIPE. 


Be_ovep, —Y our affectionate letter reached me duly. I never 
looked with more anxiety for a letter from you. | had been 
praying that the Lord would bless the contents of my last letter 
to your soul, and I waited with deep interest ‘to learn the result. 


When I read your letter my heart overflowed with gratitude, and 


I could not refrain from exclaiming aloud in my lone room, | 
“Thanks: be unto God, who giveth the victory.” What a mer- © 
ciful high priest have we, who, having “once for all” offered 
himself, now perfects for ever them that are sanctified. My 


dear, if you have again found your beloved, [ trust you will never 


more wander from him. Go on to know more and more of him. 


He is full of beauties; he is “the one altogether lovely.” 
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“Majestic sweetness sits enthroned 
Upon the Savior’s brow ; 
His head with radiant glories crowned, 
His lips with grace o’erflow.” 


We can never know the whole of his charms. Throughout 


his holy name, he suffers us to begin this heavenly service here 
below. Our business here is to study God as revealed in Christ, 
and the fruits of this study are indescribably glorious. By be- 
holding Him, ‘‘we are changed into the same image from glory 
to glory.” | 
that I have obtained the blessing of holiness; and if so, “how I 
obtained so great a blessing.” At the time I Jast wrote you | 

could hardly venture to say that I had obtained this blessing, nor 


would say, however, that since my last, I have had wonderful 
nearness to God and a continual sense of his presence. My visit 
to Br. S. (subsequent to the one mentioned in a late letter) was 
a memorable event to my soul. I heard him preach, partook of 
the Lord’s supper, and preached myself in the evening. O such 
views of God and Christ as I had on that Sabbath. They con- 
tinued and increased until [ retired to bed at night, when I had 


time I could not sleep. I lay awake in a luxury of joy and_ holy 
peace. Instead of lying on a bed, I seemed to be reclining upon 


be forgotten night, my peace has been as a river. 
- But I ought to answer your question. Instead of telling you 


you to infer the rest. I feel that I love God with all my heart ; 


him I have given myself entirely. I feel dead to the world and 
alive unto God, through Christ Jesus. I have no desire to live 
for any thing but to glorify God. In speaking thus I do not 
boast at all. It is all of grace. It is the work of God’s Spirit, 
and to him be all the glory. I speak it “to the praise of the 
glory of God’s grace.” 


You ask “how I obtained this blessing.” I answer, by faith, 


merits alone. Faith, my dear wife, is the Christian’s shield, 
“whereby he may quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.” 1 
have never begun to realize the jm portance of faith until lately. 


eternity we shall be continually learning God. But blessed be — 


You inquire anxiously whether I mean to intimate 


do I even now like to make any positive assertion about it. I. 


such a sense of the overshadowing presence of God, that for some | 
an ocean —decep, boundless, and calm. [ver since that never to 


directly what Iam, I would rather tell you how I feel and leave 


T have no other portion but Christ. He is all and in all. To — 


by believing in the Lord Jesus Christ eniirely —trusting in his 
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Select Thoughts from various Writers. 39 


Even now I tremble when I think what an awful principle it is. 
It is as omnipotent as God. Startle not at this. What saith 
the word? ‘All things are possible to them that believe.’ We 


have nothing to fear if we put our trust in Christ, for “greater is 


he that is for us than they that be against us.” He is stronger 
than the strong man armed, He himself says, “ Be not afraid — 
only believe.” 


For the Guide to Chititinn Perfection. 
SELECT THOUGHTS FROM VARIOUS WRITERS. 


The Chri istian’ S strength i isin Christ. This the devil knows, and therefore 
labors especially to weaken faith and draw us from our strength. Faith Jays 
hold on Christ as God offers him, viz: as our wisdom, righteousness, sancti- 
fication, redemption. What is the reason that so few find strength and com- 
fort in Christianity? Because they set upon grace and killing corruptions 
hy their own strength, and so are cver wanting; but if a man depend upon 


~ God, he shall have fulness out of Christ’s fulness. — Berridee. 


Ecstacies arise from a sensible relish, and may be termed a spiritual sen- 
suality ; wherein the soul letting itself go too far, by reason of the sweetness 
it finds in them, falls imperceptibly into a state of decay. The crafty enemy 
presents such kinds of interior elevations and raptures for baits to betray the 
soul, to render it sensual, to fill it with vanity and self love, to fix its esteem 
and attention on the gifts of God, and to hinder it from following Jesus Christ 
in the way of renunciation and death to all things but. him only. But the 
immediate word of God never deceives. It is incapable of any error. 

In these last times I cau hardly speak at all of my dispositions. It is 


-Decause my state has become simple and without any variations. It isa 


profound annihilation. All I know is that God is infinitely holy, righteous, 
good, and happy. I see nothing below myself; nothing more unworthy of 


his bounty. To me every condition seems equal ; all is lost in God’s immen- 
sity, like a drop of water in the sca. —.Wadam Guyon. 


Hold fast your voritilaile. but rest not on it; rest.only on Christ. “ Put 
me in remembrance.” When you pray be sure to bring the promises with 
you. I conclude, if I have faith to give full credit to God’s word, that 
promise which I lay hold of is mine, and all it contains, as far as my wants 
are concerned. On the other hand, if I entertain a doubt or stagger at the 
truth of God, I consider I have no claim, and my prayers will not find access. 
Such is the dreadful effect of unbelief, that it binds the hands of God. Our 
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faith, however great, may be tried to the uttermost. Look at Abraham, and 
the woman who came to our Lord for her daughter. We must so believe as 
never to faint in prayer. This honors God. 

In suffering the will of God we have to contend against the whole tide of 


nature ; whereas in doing it we act in accordance with the natural bias of the 
mind. — Carvosso. 


1 was early drawn out to secret prayer. If I wished for any thing I had 
not, I asked God in secret to grant it tome. When in pain of body, or in any 


childish grief, I fled to God for ease and comfort; and I used to receive man- 


ifest answers to prayer when | not more than four years old.— Mrs. H. A. 
| 


O it is good to live, to labor, to rejoice only in God. _ By his grace I will 
for evermore be nothing to any creature ; nor shall any creature be any thing 


to me but in him and for him. , : ~ 


Remember to make occasional retreats = the solitude of your Lace 
whilst outwardly engaged in business or conversation. This mental solitude 
cannot be prevented by the presence of the company about you; for as they 
are not about your heart but your _ your heart may remain alone in the 


presence of God. 


To be despised, reprehended, or accused by wicked men, is pleasant to 2 
man of a good heart; but to suffer blame or ill treatment from the virtuous) 
or from our friends and relations, is the test of true patience. Be patient, not 


only with respect to the subject of the affliction which may befall you, but 


also with regard to its accessories or accidental circumstances. We must 
preserve the whole interior of our breast always sweet. — Francis de Sales. 


Faith acted supports. Food nourisheth not by having it, but by eating and 
digesting it: so it is the using and acting of faith that strengthens and com- 
forts the soul. As there is always hunger and want, there should ever be a 


feeding, or taking in. 


What God has promised, his faithfulness binds him to fulfil | 
Prayer is the bucket of the soul, by whieh it draws water out of the wells. i 
of salvation: but without faith you may let down this bucket again and 


- again and never bring up one drop of solid comfort. Thou mayest sweeten 


all thy labors by the actings of faith, and make all thy ways as the ways of 
angels: there is no place, 10 circumstance, where thy faith may not be act- 
ing. By believing what God has said, and accepting the promises, thou dost 


_ engage God to thee; yea, strongly, and to the utmost: God*accounts him as 
~ strongly bound to thee as to Abraham, or Isaac, or the apostles. The more 


you live by faith the more holy you will be. — Symond. 


Resolved, To strive to my utmost every week to be brought higher in reli- 
gion, and to a higher exercise of grace, than I was the week before. 
_ §$So far as a man is not emptied of himself, and of his own righteousness, in 


_ every form and shape, so far he is of a legal spirit. — Edwards. 


| 
4 | 
a 
4 
| 
i> 
| 
| 
if 
4 
| 
& a 
| 
5 
| 
4 
| 
| 
, 
| 
d 


Unsanctified Believers. 41 


| From the Ladies’ Repository. 
UNSANCTIFIED BELIEVERS. 


We wander in a thorny maze, - 
A vale of doubts and fears — - 

A night illumed with sickly rays, 
A wilderness of tears. 


We wander, bound to empty show, 
The slaves to boasted will; 
‘We wander, dupes to hopes untrue, 
ca And love to wander still. | 


We wander, while unfading joy 
We ne’er with zest approve ; 

The bliss that sparkles to destroy, 

Secures our warmest love. — 


Some syren leads our steps astray, 
But speaks no peace within ; 
‘We wander in a flowery way, 
Yet wander hens of sin. 


| Cleanse us, O Savior, from our stains, 

In Mercy’s living. flood ; | 
Restore the lost, and bring again | 

wanderers back to God. | 


SANCTIFIED BELIEVERS. 


travel new in “wisdom’s ways,” | | 
Strangers to doubts and fears ; 
Our day illumed with brightest rays, 


And joyful are our tears. 
We travel on, urged by love’s glow, af 
With calm, submissive will ; 
Our souls all filled with hopes most true, ‘ 
: We love to travel still ot 
| 
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We travel while unfading joys 
- Our blessed course do prove; 
And bliss, which nought on earth destroys, 
Secures our warmest love. 


We follow Jesus in the way, 
He gives us peace within ; 
We travel in a flowery way, 
Because we’re freed from sin. 


We have no will, or wish to roam, 
7 Led by allarement strong, 
But onward to our Father’s home, 
By grace are borne along. 


Cleansed by our Savior from sin’s staim 
In Mercy’s living flood, 
_ Restored by grace, we press amain 
And hasten on to God. 


PROMISES OF ENTIRE SANCTIFICATION. 


We extract the following from an interesting little werk entitled “ Holiness 
of Christians in the Present Life,” by Rev. Henry CowLes. 


_ We have recently been contemplating the manifold provisions 
for sanctifying his people which God has made, in his Son, his 
Spirit, his word, his providence, and his angels; and nuw the 
question arises, in what attitude do these provisions lie? Are 
they accessible, accessible with ease, on possible conditions, and 
toall? Are they promised? And if so, how far, how much? 
What amount:of these provisions can be had? Can we by any 
possible means obtain an adequate supply? With what feelings 
and views has God provided and offered them? graciously, lib- 
erally, compassionately? Or has he done it from regard to a 
certain glory of his own which has no sympathy with human 
want or welfare? Let God speak for himself in his own prom- 
and give the answer. | 
__ But where shall we begin? The Bible is full. We have 
already rehearsed many. There are many more ; and some that 
have been cited deserve, in this connection, to be cited again. 
__ Let us read first a passage which exhibits the design of God in 
giving the promises. 2. Pet. i. 4: ‘“‘ Whereby are given unto us 
exceeding great and precious promises, that by these ye might be 


| | 
4 
| 
P 
i 
‘ 
¥ 
‘ 
4 
q 
| 
: 
| : 
| 
a 
3. 
| 
4 
tt 
7 4 
a 


Promises of Entire Sanctification. . 43 


partakers of the divine nature, having escaped | the corruption 
which is in the world through lust. ? Then the making us like 
God, “ partakers of the divine nature,”’ is the object. Not j im- 
parting to us divine omnipotence, or omniscience, or wisdom, but _ 
divine benevolence, holiness. Precious object: worthy of the 


| heart of God. 


May we now recur to the Old Testament? God's people 
were then blessed with promises. Then it was written, “ He will 
fulfill the desire of them that fear him.” Ps. cxlv. 19. And is — 
not this ample? Could a saint ask more than to have his desire — 
fulfilled? The condition, so far as expressed or even implied, 
seems not an impossible one—only that they “fear him,” and : 
desire such things as are in accordance with that fear. 

There is another promise, given of old, which, though it refers. 


: primarily to temporal blessings, I yet love to contemplate, because 


it developes so clearly and gloriously the principles on which bless- 
ings are promised, and the bountifulness with which they are 
given. Mal. iii. 10: “Bring ye all the tithes into my store- 
house, that there may be meat in my house, and prove me now 
herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the win- 
dows of heaven and pour you out a blessing that there shall not 
be room enough to receive it ;” or, in accordance with the origi- 
nal, pour you out a blessing until there is not enough; that is, 
not enough in my storehouse to give —until the resources of God 


are exhausted —of course, without measure and without end. 
- Such is the meaning of the promise. The condition here is, do 


your duty, and that no impossible duty ; do your duty, and if 
you do not believe my word, try it; ‘‘ prove me now herewith ;”’ 


see if Iam not true to my promise. See if I do not bless you 
~ with all the fulness of God. And is this the principle on which 


Jehovah deals with his children? Is such the bounty of his 
promised blessings? Assuredly. All this applies to spiritual 
blessings now, unless Jehovah has changed, or unless he had 


more pleasure in giving the Jews corn and wine, than he has now ~ cat 


in giving his people the “ good things” of his Spirit. 
There is another class of promises in the Old ‘Testament af 
which. we ought to take at least a specimen, viz: those which are 


prospective of the brighter days of Messiah’s coming and the spe- 


cial effusions of the Spirit, and which seem also to look onward 
still to future and more glorious triumphs of the gospel. see | 


Jer. xxxi. 31-34 and Ezek. xxxvi. 24-29. 


The passage in Jeremiah contemplates a new covenant—a_ 
new mode of dispensing blessings and new means to be employ- 
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ed, which are described thus: “I will put my law in their inward 
parts and write it in their hearts, and I will be their God and 
they shall be my people.”’ Not as in Horeb will I write my law 
on stone, but I will write it now on the heart. My Spirit shall 
imprint it there. Men shall know it and feel it. } 
The other passage breathes forth most precious promise, and 
that too most abundantly. It cannot escape the reader’s notice 
that this blessing is just what depraved, polluted creatures need. 
‘Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you and ye shall be clean ; 
from all your filthiness and from all your idols willI cleanse you.” 
Blessed state! when all that ‘ covetousness, which 1s idolatry,” 
- shall be cleansed away, and all the filthiness of sin shall be 
removed. 
‘A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put 
within you; I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, 
and I will give you a heart of flesh.” How happy to have all | 
the stony hardness and the horrible insensibility to holy things, — 
give place to melting tenderness and flowing love ! = | 
_ “And I will put my Spirit within you and cause you towalk 
in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments and do them.” | 
_ This, now, is just what we need; something that will makeus 
“walk in God’s statutes, and keep his judgments to do them.” 
Long enough have we made resolutions and broken them. Long 
enough have our efforts to serve God been feeble and fruitless. 
_ Now if there be relief, where is it? In this promise: ‘1 will 
_ put my Spirit within you;” and this Spirit shall ‘cause you to 
walk in my statutes.” Thrice blessed promise ! | 

And can I have the blessing promised? Are there conditions, 
_ and if so, are the conditions possible? I read along, and find it 
said, “Thus saith the Lord: I will yet for this be inquired of by 
the house of Israel to do it for them.’ Verse 37. Then I am to 
ask the Lord. And may I believe that ‘every one that asketh” 
as the Bible directs “receiveth, and he that seeketh findeth ?”’ 
Then I must believe that there are blessings enough promised 
- already to meet all my numberless and crushing wants. It seems 
like the bounty of aGod! | 

The New Testament demands our attention. We can scarcely 
begin to notice all the precious promises with which God has 
filled his word. Specimens which shall unfold their spirit, their 
conditions, their richness, and their adaptation to human wants, — 
are all that our limits admit. _ | 

It will be remembered that our present object is to ascertain 
the attitude which the provisions made for sanctification now 
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occupy. Are they accessible? On what conditions? In what 
measure? Are they real provisions, available for the actual 
wants of God’s people? ‘This is now the question. — ae 
We open the New Testament and read on its first pages, Matt. 
v. 6, “‘ Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness, 
for they shall be filled.” Righteousness means being right ; and 
it is used in the New Testament both for being actually right, 
that is, holy, and also for being accounted right in the by e of the 
law ; or in other words, being justified or held as just. The two 
senses then are, 1. Personal holiness; 2. Justification through 


faith in Christ. The writer supposes that the passage in ques- 


tion employs the term not in the latter but in the former sense ; 


because, 


1. All the other verses, preceding and succeeding, refer to cer- 
tain traits of character, to which are’ promised certain blessings. 


We must wrest this entirely out of the course of thought, if we | 
make it mean not inherent personal character but imputed right- 


eousness, or justification in law through faith. 
2. Personal holiness is more naturally the object of hunger and 


thirst. The figure applies to this sense of ie term much more 


naturally than to the other. 


3. The promise applies with creat ¢ ease and fot to the foriler | 
and very harshly to the latter. To be “filled” with —_— 


_ 1s nothing less than very harsh. 


4. It is very questionable whether our Savior ever uses the 
word righteousness in the sense of justification by faith. 

If, then, as we suppose, the passage speaks of personal holi- 
ness, it is exceedingly rich in promise, and perfectly in point to 
show both the condition and the measure of the gospel provisions. 


is the condition? ‘To hunger and thirst — really to desire 
to be right in the sight of God. ‘And i is this condition impractt- 


cable ? 


And what is the measure of the eer blessing ? Is ita 
stinted morsel ; now and then a scanty taste, just enough to pre- 
vent starvation till you arrive where provisions are more abun- 
dant? Is this the manner and the measure in which God feeds 
his hungry children with the bread of life? Does this account 


of the matter answer to the description “ shall be filled a 


But it will be said by some, with confidence and joy, and by 
some, I trust, with sad regret, if it must be so, that this promise 
is fulfilled only in heaven. I answer, I am hungry and thirsty 
now for the bread and the water of life > sin within me grieves 
my heart and sinks down my soul unutterably, and how can I 
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live so? If this state is certainly and positively beyond all pres- 
ent relief, and I must suffer miserably as long as I live on earth, 
then I submit. But first | must know that God has made this, 
or left it, my changeless destiny. | 

Let me then look at other kindred promises for further light. 
Christ said, “‘I am the bread of life; he that cometh to me shall 
never hunger, and he that believeth on me shall never thirst, but 
the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water 
springing up into everlasting life.” John iv. 14. ‘He that be- 
lieveth on me, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water ;” 
‘and this spake he of the Spirit which believers should receive,” 

Now does this look like a system of restriction; of scanty, 
stinted supply ? Does it look as if the being “filled ’’ must be 
deferred till after death ; as if it were actually God’s design never 
to give these promised blessings this side the grave, except in 

But let us pass to other promises. In Luke xi. 1-13, we have 
a precious conversation held between Christ and his disciples. 
They asked him to teach them how to pray. He gave them 
certain petitions, comprising the great objects of prayer, and 
added two illustrations, one to encourage importunity and the 
other, to our purpose, was designed to show the boundless 
freeness and godlike kindness with which the infinite Father — 
bestows his Spirit. “If ye, then, being evil, know how to give 
_ good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your heavenly _ 
_ Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him.” And now 

am I told that I cannot have the bread Ineed for my hunger and — 
my want, but must be patient and content myself as best I can, 
as long as I live? My earthly parents never treated me thus; 
will my Father in heaven ? mo es 
_ Or, to assuage my grief and stifle my longings, shall I be told 
that I must submit to the ordinations of divine Providence and 
yield to God’s will? But I remember it is somewhere said, 
“This is the will of God, even your sanctification.””. How, then, 
can I be sure that God’s will does destine me to bondage in sin 
and spiritual starvation till I am dead? How can I know that 
he requires me to submit:to live in sin as his will; when he tells — 
me it is his will that I should become holy ? og 
_ We find in the gospel of John many other promises respecting 
the Comforter, the spirit of truth, which, among other things, 
assure us that he will come —is sent by Christ —will teach us all 
things—will guide us into all truth—will take the things of 
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Christ and show them unto us—in short, will be our comforter 


and monitor, to supply and more than supply the place of Christ 
in his absence. 


Christ, too, gave promises then most richly full and glorious. wis 
“¢ Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give 
it you. Hitherto ye have asked nothing in my name; ask and 
ye shall receive, that your Joy may be full. This also savors not 
of a system of restriction and starvation. It does not breathe the. — 
spirit of refusal. No; it bids us ask and receive, till our joy is — 
full. O! thisisGod! Here is Christ’s own heart of love. Now 
we can understand how he could die for sinners. Wesceea little 
of the joy that was set before him. It was the joy of benevo- 


lence, longing to fill our hearts with joy and peace unutterable. 


We find promises abounding throughout the Epistles; but the - 
citation of one must suffice. It occurs immediately after a very 
remarkable prayer of the Apostle’s, and certainly appears to be a_ 
promise ; at least it is an inspired assurance that the prayer shall 
be eranted, and that such things as are prayed for shall be given. 
1 Thess. v. 23, 24: “And the very God of peace sanctify you 
wholly ; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be 
preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
The first thing prayed for is entire sanctification ; the second that — 
the. persons thus sanctified may be p? eserved blameless unto 

Christ’s coming. Now this seems to be plain language. I do 


_ not see how it “could have been plainer. 


~ The promise follows, resting on the faithfulness of him whe 
chad called them. “Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will 
do it.” | 
Now shall we let the Bible speak for itself? Shall we admit 
its obvious meaning to be the true meaning? I must abide by 
this principle of interpretation, unless the general tenor of scrip- 
ture promises or other contradictory declarations, or the known 
impossibility or absurdity of the sentiment, clearly forbid it. | 
have yet to learn that either of these things, or any thing of the 
kind, can be alleged against the natural interpretation of this very 
plain language. 


must this. extended article by remarking, 1 in respect 


the promises, 


1. That they are full enough. No Christian can need any 
thing more. No Christian eho has understood them, has ever 
had occasion to lament any chasm in them, or any want of his | 
soul for which an adequate provision is not promised. 3 
2, They are not restricted to a favored few—a Paul or a 
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John—but are open to all, and as full and free to one Christian 
as to another ; which is just as full and free to all, as fulness and 
freeness can be. 

3. They are not restricted in time; not to the period after 
death, nor to the period shortly before death. They contain no 
such limitations. And who but God has a right to add any? 
Shall I add restrictions where God has made none? 

4. They perfectly meet the wants of this state of sin and trial. 
Here is betad for the hungry, water for the thirsty, sufficient 
grace for the tempted, mercy and grace to help in all times of 
need. Here is peace for the troubled, rest for the weary, victory 
over the world, death to sin, and successful striving against Satan. 
Here is suardianship through time, a peaceful and triumphant Bee 

death, and an abundant entrance into the aenvony: kingdom. 
What more can be desired ? os 
d. They show most conclusively that the provisions for holi- 
_ ness here made in Christ, in the Spirit, in the word, in providence, 
| 8a | and through angels, are real provisions, made in good faith, with 
love, for actual use, and accessible, available to all. 
| Ba 6. Of course it appears that God. has made provision for the 
Ce attainment in the present life of all the holiness which he requires, 
and which the present state admits. I know not how this con-— 
clusion can be resisted. I am certain there can be no good rea- 
son for wishing to resist and deny it 
Be any believe the conclusion not wartanted, 1 them two 
conte. 1, What provisions would be adequate if these are 
not? 2. How can God in human language reveal the fact that 


_ they are adequate, if his language actualy used now in the Bible, 
has failed of revealing it? 
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